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hear and obey
Looking at the life of King Josiah [2 Kings] presents
a challenge to return to the basics with regards to the
Word of God. As with Josiah we need to find the word,
read the word and obey the Word.
Challenged about the spiritual condition of the nation,
Josiah took the necessary steps to start getting back
on track; then gathered the people to come under the
teaching of the Word.
This was an important step because spiritual revival and awakening cannot be based on emotion
and enthusiasm alone. Sometimes we can be moved by someone else’s passion, but are not truly
committed to revival or indeed truly convicted by the Spirit of God. Josiah’s desire was that from
the leaders down, all would hear the Word of God. In the Old
Testament the word for HEAR and OBEY is the same. The
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Josiah also recognised that if the leaders of the nation were not
convinced of the need for revival, it was most unlikely that the
people would see the need for it. However, having said that, it is
still no guarantee of revival in a church.
What is important to understand in today’s church is that if the
Word of God is not clearly taught and expounded to the people,
it is not long before it affects things like worship. Proverbs
29:18 says this, Where there is no revelation, the people cast
off restraint. But happy is he who keeps the law. A literal
translation of the first half of that verse is, where there is no
teaching of God’s Word, the Lord’s people run amok.

Josiah and the people made a covenant with God publicly to
stand for Him, despite the circumstances. This public stand
involved removing all that took away or polluted the genuine love
and worship of the one and only true God. The result of Bible
knowledge ought always to be obedience and service, as a result
of a genuine commitment to the God of
carl carmody
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MY RESPONSE

So apart from the teaching of the Word of God, we as the Lord’s
people need to stand for the Word of God. Being a Christian should
mean that we derive our values and standards for life from God’s
Word. It is vitally important that we need to live these standards
and not just pay them lip service. Sad to say we are seeing more and
more that such standards have been diluted to such a state that they
are almost non-existent.
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Such a problem impacts the lives
of individual Christians in their
lifestyle, living standards and choices in life. One example of this
is the comparison, done recently of the entertainment habits of
Christians and non-Christians. There was virtually no difference.
The Word of God becomes our teacher and that is why Paul says
to Timothy; All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17
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