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back, back to Exodus .......
Let us look at the subject of prayer this month, with a plea to
get back to the basics of the Christian life, both corporately and
individually .... from Exodus 17:8-16.
Israel is faced with confronting the Amalekite army, which would
have been a daunting task because obviously while in Egypt there
would be no reason to have trained soldiers at their disposal.
Moses’ leadership qualities come to the fore when he instructs
Joshua to choose some men, go, and fight the enemy. We begin
to see a different aspect of prayer when Moses announces that he
will stand on the hill above the battle with the Rod of God in his hand to intercede on behalf of the
Israelite army.
First, we see the clear combination of prayer and action. Israel needed to do both to gain the
victory. Prayer should never be seen as a replacement for action, nor action as a replacement for
prayer; we need both. Prayer is essential because it is absolutely vital
for God ordained action. Action is essential because it demonstrates
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moral breakdown in our churches with a divorce rate that rivals the world? Could it be that we have
dropped the hands of prayer both individually and corporately, and as a result the enemy is prevailing
over the church, stunting its growth and severely diluting its witness in the community.
Did you notice how when Moses’ hands grew tired and began to drop, Aaron and Hur moved in
to assist him? They came to help maintain the banner of prayer and call upon the authority of God
to grant the victory. Friends, we need to encourage one another to pray and to intercede for one
another.
Third, Moses, Aaron and Hur prayed until the battle was won because they recognised that the
source of victory was in praying to God. It is fair and reasonable to assume that without prayer the
victory over the Amalekites would have been impossible. I have heard it said; nothing of any eternal
redemptive value is achieved unless we pray. We can have the best people, planning, practice and
purpose but without prayer, it will amount to nothing more than hay, wood and stubble. That is hard
for our ego to handle.
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