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flagging, or running well .......
In Paul’s ‘swansong’ to Timothy, he opens up in 2 Timothy 1:5 how he remembers Timothy’s good
beginnings. Paul earmarks the younger man’s genuine faith,
and the Christian heritage he had enjoyed.
Timothy certainly had good beginnings, but was faltering
in running the Christian race.
What were some of the problems he was facing?
It would appear from v7 that Timothy was struggling with
a spirit of fear. As a young pastor, Timothy no doubt felt a
sense of being overwhelmed by the task that God had called
him to. What is important to distinguish here is that being overwhelmed by a task is not wrong,
as long as it drives us to depend totally upon the Lord.
Timothy began to be ashamed of the gospel of the Lord Jesus.
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One of the questions in the survey was this: “Have you shared your faith on at least one occasion
in the last 12 months?” Four percent responded with a ‘yes’, which translates to 15,200 people.
I wonder what the figures would have dropped to if the survey question asked a figure of two,
three or four occasions per year.
What these figures highlight, which I believe would be no different in Australia, is that the
majority of Christians are ashamed of the gospel, or at least not sufficiently convicted of their
responsibility to share the gospel. All sorts of rationalisation goes on to justify our shameful
silence, like I am not gifted in that area, or I don’t feel burdened to witness, or my life is my
witness or I have to have some special call.
With all due respect these excuses are patent nonsense conjured up as some sort of panacea
for our consciences. We can spend endless hours watching TV but ask
people to help evangelise the neighbourhood, you might get 2-3 percent
of the congregation.
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